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“I encourage every elected community offi cial, city manager and economic 
 developer in the U.S. to read this…it’s the best book on this topic I have read in a very 
long time.”–Ron Starner, Executive Vice President, Site Selection Magazine

A prosperous future for your community is in your hands—make your community a 
better place to live, work and play! 

Why do some communities thrive and grow while others struggle and decline? Smart 
communities know how to attract and nurture the kinds of businesses and organiza-
tions they want to create a vibrant economy and a high standard of living. 

The more that elected offi cials, administrators and all residents know about  community 
and economic development the more their communities will prosper. How to Build 
Prosperous Communities is a practical guide to help communities reach their goals 
for prosperity. Numerous examples throughout the book show how communities of all 
sizes have attained and maintained prosperity in a constantly changing environment. 

This book is based on the authors’ years of experience helping communities and 
 regions across the country and around the world create their roadmaps to prosperity 
with better jobs and a better quality of life. 

Robert H. Pittman is an award-winning consultant, teacher and author in 
the fi eld of community and economic development. His clients include 
diverse communities, regions and states, and leading companies in the 
US and abroad. 

Rhonda Phillips is a community well-being, development and planning 
specialist with experience in the private and public sectors. She is a three-
time Fulbright award recipient and member of the College of Fellows of 
the American Institute of Certifi ed Planners.

Amanda Sutt is creative director, business coach and CEO of Rock 
 Paper Scissors, a branding and marketing fi rm that specializes in serving 
 community and economic development agencies.
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